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Brussels, 13 May 2020 - “During today’s plenary session, the Members of the European 

Parliament overwhelmingly endorsed the visa facilitation and readmission agreements which 

the EU and Belarus had signed on 8 January.  

While Belarus has already completed the ratification process, the European Parliament’s formal 

consent opens the way for the Council to conclude their ratification, which we hope will proceed 

smoothly and successfully.  

These agreements are a positive result of cooperation between European and Belarusian 

institutions and represent an important step in our bilateral relations, enabling a greater mobilit y 

of our citizens and fostering people-to-people contacts in a well-managed and secure 

environment. We therefore believe that it is in the interest of both the EU and Belarus to ensure 

that they enter into force without delay.  

More accessible and affordable travel to the EU will bring direct and tangible benefits to 

Belarusian people, many of whom already regularly visit the EU for work or pleasure. Increased 

social and economic contacts between the EU and Belarus will help build trust and mutual 

understanding. Further progress in our relations can be achieved through tangible steps by 

Belarus with regard to respect for universal freedoms, the rule of law and human rights. 

Under the visa facilitation agreement, it will be easier for Belarusian citizens to obtain short-

term visas to the Schengen area, for a reduced fee of EUR 35. Belarusian frequent travellers, 

such as businesspeople, students or journalists, will be eligible for multi-entry visas with a 

longer validity period through a simplified procedure, if certain conditions are met. Similar ly, 

the cost of visas to Belarus for EU citizens will drop to EUR 35, the list of justifications for 



2 

issuing free visas for non-commercial purposes will be extended and the maximum duration of 

stay will be doubled to 180 days. As for the readmission agreement, it establishes, on a 

reciprocal basis, procedures for the safe, orderly and dignified return of people who reside in 

the EU or Belarus illegally, in full compliance with the relevant international conventions.” 
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